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Proposal for Start-Up Funds  

 

 

From time to time, Ed and I (and others) have discussed how we could find a project 

that would help set our SPJ Colorado Pro chapter apart in the SPJ world. 

 

 I know of such a project, and the one-time cost would be $2,000. This would be 

seed money for some of the poorest girls in West Africa to establish and run a high school 

student newspaper. 

 

 West Africa? Here goes: 

 

 As journalists, we must step forward and speak for those who cannot speak for 

themselves. When they speak (with our help), it is critical that we step out of the way and listen 

to them.  

 

 Only then, can we learn. And only then, can they 

communicate effectively. A very brief version of our 

story begins 5,466 miles from Denver, in Gueoul, 

Senegal. Senegal is at the westernmost point of Africa 

and, because of location, was a major embarkation 

point for the slave trade to the Americas. Just off the 

coast of Dakar, the capital, lies an infamous prison 

where slaves from the interior of the continent were 

held in chains pending being shipped to the Americas. 

The prison sometimes is called the Door of No Return 

because it was the last time for many Africans to touch their native soil. 

 

 Our story continues about 170 miles from Dakar. 

 

* * * 

 

In the Senegalese town of Gueoul, on the edge of the Sahara Desert, education for poor 

Muslim girls was essentially non-existent. Many are married at age 13, some as early as 12. 

(Life for boys is not a lot better, but that’s another story.) Some are the poorest of the poor. 

 

Enter Judy Beggs, a Denver lawyer and tireless worker who served in the Peace Corps in 

Gueoul in the 1990s. Seeing first-hand the serious need for help, she was a founder of a 

“scholarship” program -- $100 a year to encourage families to keep their girls in school, plus 

after-school and summer tutoring. Her non-profit organization, Friends of Gueoul, also set up 

an internet café and computer classroom, there on the edge of the Sahara. 

 

That was in 2005. Since then, more than 1,000 students and 200-300 adults have taken 

Introduction to the Internet courses – as well as general education courses. Judy’s Rotary Club 

(of Englewood, Colo.) has raised funds to help send laptops and pay for tutors, and more.  
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[Note: Tabaski, mentioned above, is a major Muslim holiday, Senegal’s biggest.] 
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Judy can explain the conditions there – she has been to Geoul many times, and she is 

there now. But it is difficult for me to pass along that kind of detail because I have not been 

there. It is fair to say, however, that we middle-class Americans would be shocked. 

 

With the help of Judy’s Friends of Gueoul, some of the girls who have benefitted from 

tutoring have now graduated high school, leaving the question: What’s next? 

 

Judy developed a plan for that, as well. With persistent efforts, she persuaded the 

Education Ministry to open a branch of a major University in Gueoul. It is under construction.  

 

* * * 

 

But back at the high school is where SPJ Colorado Pro could enter the picture. The high 

school students need an online newspaper to help them prepare for life – and the university, if 

they so choose, and if fate allows.  

 

In addition to the obvious benefits – communication and so forth – a student newspaper 

would help immensely with their English-language skills. Instruction at the school (and the 

university) is in English, and it is a prerequisite for admission. (The colonial language in Senegal 

is French. In addition, many local and regional dialects of African languages are spoken.) 

 

* * * 

 

FAQs: 

 

Q. Why should SPJ Colorado Pro spend money in Senegal when we have other needs 

much closer to home? 

A. Because it’s a local project for us, and it’s a noble effort to help people who cannot 

really help themselves. The energetic guiding light is Judy Beggs of Englewood. A key helper is 

Carol Youngren of Longmont (who has a journalism degree from CU). 

 

Q. Why should Senegal be important to us? 

A. The need is there. And, let us not forget, it was a key point of the slave trade to the 

Americas. We cannot erase that, to be sure. Nor should we try. But we can be of service in a 

very good way, helping with what we know best -- journalism. 

 

Q. Would this be a continuing expense? 

A. No. It would be seed money to establish an online newspaper, with appropriate 

software, etc., for the summer term and, if funds are sufficient, a later term.   

 

Q. What would the money be spent for?  

A. Minimal software (probably WordPress-based) with license for several computers, a 

small stipend for the on-site adviser a few notebooks and, possibly, an inexpensive camera. 
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Q. Would we be able to see the newspaper? 

A. Yes. It would be online. 

 

Q. What’s the story on the gravestone pictured on Page 1? 

A. It lies in a cemetery in rural Suwannee County, Fla. We do not know whose remains 

are interred there. We know only that it is a tragic reminder of part of our American history. 

  

  
 

-30- 

                                                                                   --Bob Burdick, Feb. 15, 2018 


